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Government, and to vote against measures which in some marked
cases had received their previous support.
Such was the character of this movement of Liberal dissent,
that the supporters of the present Government in the House of
Lords cannot be estimated at more than one tenth or one twelfth
of that assembly. As regards landed property Mr. Gladstone
doubts whether Liberals now hold more than one acre in fifty,
taking the three Kingdoms together.
In the upper and propertied classes generally, the majority
against them, though not so enormous, is still manifold.
Yet for the first time in our history, we have seen in the recent
election, a majority of the House of Commons, not indeed a very
large, but also not a very small one, returned against the sense
of nearly the entire peerage and landed gentry and of the vast
majority of the upper and leisured classes.
On one side then of this gap there has been a large withdrawal
from actual and working Liberalism. Has there been any corre-
sponding change, in the opposite direction, on the other side of
it?
On this subject Mr. Gladstone's personal experience has
supplied him with considerable information. It cannot be doubted
that there has been in the Liberal party, during the last six
years, a large development of democratic opinions. The Liberal
associations now often term themselves " Liberal and Radical
Associations/' The moderate Liberal (and by moderate Liberal
Mr. Gladstone means such a person as Lord Granville or Lord
John Russell) has not quite become, but is becoming, a thing of
the past. There is to a large extent not only a readiness, but even
a thirst, for conflict with the House of Lords. Mr. Gladstone does
not rejoice in this development, and has done nothing knowingly
to stimulate it. He believes that its main cause lies in the feverish
atmosphere, which has been created by the prolongation and the
fierceness of the Home Rule controversy ; just as the fierceness
of the Reform Controversy of 1831-2 added immense force to the
less developed Liberalism of that day, and might have carried
popular opinions even to a dangerous excess, had it not happily
been brought to a speedy close.
The farther the present prolongation is extended, the larger
wiH be in Mr. Gladstone's belief the progress of democratic
opinion generally both in the bulk of the Liberal party and among